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NOVEMBER 2021 EXAMINATION SESSION 

MONDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2021 – AFTERNOON 
 

LINER TRADES 
Time allowed – three hours 

Answer any FIVE questions – all questions carry equal marks  

Please read the questions carefully before answering 

 
 

1. The latter part of 2020 witnessed a large recovery in container volumes on many trades and 
with this many supply chain issues. Describe the main events and challenges that have 
affected the structure of the global container market over the last 12 months. What further 
changes would you expect to see over the next 2-3 years? 
 
 

2. Using the world map provided to support your answer choose TWO of the container trade 
routes listed below and identify the most important ports of call and main commodities 
carried in both directions. Discuss how services are structured and whether they are ‘end to 
end’, ‘hub and spoke’ or ‘pendulum’ style services and vessel capacities used.  
 

a) Asia to East Africa 
b) Asia to Australia/New Zealand 
c) Europe to West Africa 
d) Asia to Middle East – India Sub Continent 

 
 

3. Define and comment on FOUR of the following abbreviations 
 

i. BIMCO 
ii. ICC 

iii. FMC 
iv. FIATA 
v. UNCTAD 

vi. IACS 
vii. IMO 
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4. Answer ALL parts of the question. 

 
a) Describe as fully as possible the characteristics including dimensions, tonnages, 

cargo gear of ONE of the following types of vessels. 
 

i. 1100 Teu Geared Containership 
ii. Pure Car Carrier or RoRo 

iii. 5000 Teu Containership 
 

b) Draw a profile and cross section of the vessel. 
 

c) Label the significant parts of the vessel. 
 

d) Give details of one trade the vessel operates in, where it will load, carry and 
discharge its cargo.  
 
Use the world map provided to support your answer.  
 

 
5. Choose any TWO of the following cargoes. 

 
Identify TWO main trades for each cargo chosen on which they are shipped; detailing the 
main ports of loading and discharge. Explain the types of container equipment used and any 
special requirements or precautions that need to be taken to protect the cargo.  
 

i. Blueberries 
ii. Fishmeal 

iii. Scrap Metal 
iv. Grains 
v. Frozen Meat 

 
 

6. Answer BOTH parts of the question. 
 

a) Explain the purpose of a Letter of Indemnity and suggest in the form of a letter a 
suitable wording for an indemnity in respect of missing bills of lading. 
 

b) Explain why such an indemnity is commercially acceptable and valid compared to 
indemnity being offered for clean instead of claused bills or pre/post-dated bills. 

 
 

7. In recent years transshipment and relay hubs continue to grow in importance. Describe the 
key reasons why they are important. Give details of THREE transhipment hub ports of your 
choice and how they fit into global trading patterns. 
 
 

8. Using an organization chart show the key functions and responsibilities of a container Liner 
Shipping Company [showing sub departments where applicable]. Using TWO functions of 
the company expand on their roles within this structure. 


